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22 December 2008 
 
 
For : The Honorable Members of COMSTE 
    
  Senate Panel    House Panel 
    
  Sen. Edgardo J. Angara (Chair)  Rep. Joseph Emilio A. Abaya (Co-Chair) 
  {ŜƴΦ ά/ƻƳǇŀƷŜǊŀέ tƛŀ {Φ /ŀȅŜǘŀƴƻ Rep. Wǳŀƴ 9ŘƎŀǊŘƻ ά{ƻƴƴȅέ aΦ !ƴƎŀǊŀ  
  Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile     Rep. Magtanggol T. Gunigundo I 
  {ŜƴΦ !ǉǳƛƭƛƴƻ άbŜƴŜέ tƛƳŜƴǘŜƭΣ WǊΦ wŜǇΦ CƭƻǊŜƴŎƛƻ ά.ŜƳέ DΦ bƻŜƭ 
  {ŜƴΦ wŀƳƻƴ ά.ƻƴƎέ Revilla, Jr.  Rep. Mariano U. Piamonte 

 
 
 
 
From : Fortunato de la Pena  
  Executive Director, COMSTE 
  
Subject: 2008 COMSTE Year End Report 
 

 

I. COMSTE OPERATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

COMSTE started staff hiring in January 2008.  A total of ten staff members in addition to 

the Executive Director were taken in broken down as follows: one deputy executive 

director, six technical staff members, and three administrative staff members. 

The Technical Advisory Council (TAC) and the six (6) panels were then constituted with 

membership drawn from the government, academe, and the business /industry sectors. 

!ƴƴŜȄ ά!έ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢!/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ όсύ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ for 

the following priority sectors: Agriculture and Food, Energy and Environment, Health 

Sciences, IT and IT-Enabled Industries, Electronics and Semiconductors, and Science, 

Mathematics and Engineering (SME) Education.  

/ha{¢9Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ǇƘŀǎŜǎΥ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ-building, and 

action planning. The months of February to May were devoted to assessment, dissecting 

the issues surrounding Philippine S&T, and the panels were briefed by various experts to 

get an idea of the state of S&T in the Philippines, particularly in relation to their sector. 

These discussions provided valuable inputs for the assessment. !ƴƴŜȄ ά.έ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ 
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of resource persons in addition to those who acted as resource persons in COMSTE 

conferences. 

COMSTE conducted or co-sponsored conferences and seminars as a strategic part of its 

work. 

On April 29-30, and May 23, 2008, COMSTE organized a Health Conference at the 

Century Park Hotel in Manila, attended by delegates from various health professional 

organizations, academic institutions, and other health related organizations. The input 

of this Health Conference was utilized by the Health Panel to refine its findings and 

recommendations. Select key findings of the conference include: the need to update 

outdated professional practice laws in the health sciences; the massive outflow of 

health professionals due to better opportunities abroad; lack of R&D; health care 

financing at 59% out of pocket cost; little or no integration of health care practice; 

On June 10, 2008, the panels presented their Assessment Reports to the COMSTE en-

banc at the Senate.  

On July 18, 2008, an Internal COMSTE planning conference was held at the Asian 

Institute of Management AIM). This conference was the first time that the various panel 

members met together to discuss possible cross-collaborative efforts. For example, this 

was the first time where the IT and the Health panels discussed their telehealth 

initiatives. 

On August 18, 2008, the COMSTE organized and conducted a Science, Mathematics and 

Engineering (SME) Education Conference at the Ateneo de Manila University, where 

various stakeholders in S&T education attended to give their views. Likewise, the SME 

panel used the inputs of the conference to refine their findings and recommendations. 

Key findings include the need to work on S&T in the high schools; the dilemma on the 2 

year difference between local and foreign school years; brain drain of qualified S&T 

teachers; and the need to upgrade teachers through efforts like FUSE, NISMED; etc. 

During August 2008 also, COMSTE co-sponsored the 6th Asian Society of Agricultural 

Economists (ASAE) International Conference (Aug. 28-30) and the AIM Policy Center 

Conference on Food, Climate and Energy (Aug. 27). COMSTE TAC, Panel and staff 

members attended these conferences. 

On September 17, 2008, COMSTE also brought in Dr. Johnsee Lee, President of the 

Industrial Technology Development Institute of Taiwan (ITRI), to speak about L¢wLΩǎ 

experience, particularly how they carry out public-private partnerships in R&D at ITRI. 

Dr. Lee explained how Taiwan grew its economy from an agricultural base to an 
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industry-technology base, and how ITRI played its role in this. He explained that ITRI is a 

public-private contract organization, and just like any private company, it has to be 

constantly attuned to the needs of the market.  

On October 6, 2008, the various panels presented their projected scenarios and initial 

set of recommendations to the COMSTE En Banc. Key selected recommendations 

include: massive public-ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ όŦƻƻŘκŀƎǊƛύΤ ŀƴ άL¢wL-ǘȅǇŜέ 

wϧ5 ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ L¢wL ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ǘƻ 

spur innovation (semicon/electronics); fair access to capital bill and data privacy/IP 

protection bill (IT); setup of R&D Institute in renewables (energy); setup of a National 

Genome R&D Center and support for Philippine National Health Research System 

(PNHRS) bill (health); special science sections in each public high school (SME).  

On October 21-22, 2008, the COMSTE Secretariat also held an internal workshop to 

identify and discuss cross cutting areas for possible collaboration among the panels. 

!ƴƴŜȄ ά/έ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ Ŏǳtting areas. 

On December 15, 2008, the COMSTE held an R&D Conference at UP NISMED to hear 

various stakeholders from government departments, agencies and state colleges and 

universities give their views on the state of R&D in the Philippines. The conference 

highlighted the need for better synergy and complementation as far as R&D in the 

government departments and SUCs are concerned and the need to focus on R&D niches 

particularly those that would spur the creation of new enterprises, the creation of more 

jobs, and the improved competitiveness of Philippine industries. 

Due to the need for extensive consultations with regard to the COMSTE recommended 

Legislative and Executive interventions to make Science, Technology and Engineering in 

the Philippines more competitive, the Senate and the House of Representatives 

approved the extension of the life of OMSTE until the end of the 14th Congress after its 

one-year original schedule of operations ended in November 2008.  

PUBLICITY/ADVOCACY 

COMSTE was able to generate a number of articles and opinions in the following 

newspapers: Inquirer.net, Manila Times, BusinessWorld, Business Mirror, GMA News, 

etc. as coverage for major events as well as commentaries for /ha{¢9Ωǎ key 

recommendations and identified issues. 

There were four COMSTE editorials in the Inquirer.net during the 4th quarter of 2008. 

COMSTE was also covered by the prestigious Washington, DC publication of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the Science Magazine, in 
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their December 2008 issue. Annex ά5έ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !!!{ 

Science Magazine. 

 

II.  WORK AHEAD 

CƻǊ нллфΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ /ha{¢9Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛǘǎ Ǌecommendations into more 

concrete and detailed proposals, to have proposed bills drafted, to carry out Focused 

Group Discussions (FGDs) regarding the recommendations including regional 

consultations, to do advocacy work to generate support for the recommendations, and 

to disseminate information to the various publics.  
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Technical Advisory Council 
Sec. Estrella Alabastro - Co-chairperson 
Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, SJ - Co-chairman 
Dr. Arsenio Balisacan 
Dr. Isagani Cruz 
Dr. Ceferino Follosco 
Dr. Ester Garcia 
Dr. Federico Macaranas 
Dr. Paulino Tan 
 
Agriculture and Food 
Dr. William G. Padolina - Chairman 
Dr. Jose Bacusmo 
Dr. Ponciano Batugal 
Dr. Raul Hernandez 
Dr. Bartolome Lapus 
Dr. Luis Rey Velasco 
Dr. Nicomedes Eleazar 
 
Energy and Environment 
Dr. Francisco Viray - Chairman 
Dr. Nereus Acosta 
Dr. Alvin Culaba 
Dr. Antonio La Viña 
Mr. Freddie Puno 
Mr. Jose Maria Zabaleta 
 
Health Sciences 
Dr. Ramon Arcadio - Chairman 
Dr. Camelita Divinagracia 
Dr. Kenneth Hartigan-Go 
Dr. Fely Marilyn Lorenzo 
Dr. Enrique Ona 
Dr. Carmencita Padilla 
 

IT & IT Enabled Industries 
Joaquin Quintos IV - Chairman 
Dr. Caslon Chua 
Ma. Cristina Coronel 
Oscar Sanez 
Floro San Juan, Jr. 
Atty. Gil Roberto Zerrudo 
 
 
 
Semiconductor & Electronics 
Dr. Gregory Tangonan - Chairman 
Arthur Young 
Arthur Tan 
Vic Gruet 
Lawrence Qua 
Cesar Quiason 
 
Science, Math and Engineering Education 
Dr. Rey Vea - Chairman 
Dr. Christopher Bernido 
Dr. Rowena Guevarra 
Dr. Ester Ogena 
Dr. Benny Palma 
Dr. Caesar Saloma 
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ANNEX  άBέ 

 

Some Resource Persons who gave inputs to COMSTE:  

- Johnsee Lee, PhD (President of ITRI, Taiwan) 
- Dita Angara Mathay (TECO) 
- Larry Asera (Asera LLC) 
- Celso Co / Jimmy Apolinar (former Intel managers) 
- Chuck Stone (Sunpower operations manager) 
- Mario Marasigan (DoE) 
- Emil Javier (NAST, former UP President) 
- USec Berna Romulo-Puyat (DA) 
- Ernie Santiago (SEIPI) 
- Peter Wallace (ANZCHAM)  
- Former Rep. Dante Liban (representing Inventors Association) 
- Dondi Mapa (DELL) 
- John Koh (MECO) 
- Daisy Tanafranca (DOST-ITDI Packaging R&D Center) 
- Ponciano Intal (DLSU-Angelo King Institute) 
- Director Carlos Mendoza (Livestock Development Council-DA) 
- Bombit Buencamino (Phil. Association of Meat Processors, Inc) 
- Director Rafael Guerrero III (PCAMRD-DOST) 
- Javier Mateo (AgriSpecialist, Inc.) 
- Administrator Naomi Torreta (National Dairy Authority-DA) 
- Atty. Elias Inciong (United Broiler Raisers Association) 
- Dep. Director Danilo Cardenas (PCARRD-DOST) 
- Cesar Villanoy (UP Marine Science Institute) 
- Mercedita Sombilla (SEARCA) 
- Rodel Lasco (International Center for Research on Agro-Forestry) 
- Asec. Zafrullah Masahud (DTI) 
- Rosario Castillo (DTI)  
- Cayetano Paderanga (IDEA Inc.) 
- Francisco Sandejas (Narra Venture Capital) 
- Erik Manlunas (Fonterra Capital) 
- Ranulf Goss (GDAP) 
- Guillermo Luz (AFI) 
- Nerrisa Ramos (PLDT) 
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